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SCRAPS OF SCIENCE.

Mix a little saltpetre or carbonate of
Foda with water, and it will preserve
flowers for two weeks.

Ernest Tins as, writing from tho re-

gion of the Nile, claims to have discov-
ered a little model of a sowing machine,
supposed to have been made over six
thousand years ago, by an Egyptian,
nunied Zynger.

Put-a- s in aeid remains for a consider-n- l
Jo time in the bodies of animals ivis-one- d

with it. and arrets their decay.
31. Brume killed a rabbit and a cat by
administering V each a gramme of. this
acid. A month afterward the bodies
were found perfectly preserved, tho dose
being sufficient to permeate the tissues
and to become intimately incorporated
with those of the .stomach.

Thb subsoil of Paris contains abund-
ance of sulphur, inlvr in course f forma-
tion, as was recently proved nt making-excavation-

in tho Place de la liepub-liqu- e.

31. Iaubree savs tliat this na-

tive sulphur has nothing to do with the
eseae of gas from tho mains, but that
its origin is due to the simultaneous-presenc-

of various kinds of organic sab-stanc- es

and of gypsum iu tho soil.
Pkof. Carset.I.Y, of Sheffield, lias

shown that liquids can bo reduced to a
solid, or frozen state, and still retain
their heat. In order to convert a wlid
into a liquid the pressure must le above
a certain iint As long, therefore, as
tho necessary pressure is maintained, no
amount of heat will liquify it. By oli-servi-

this law Prof. Carnelly suc-
ceeded in freezing some water in a glass
vessel which remained so hot as to burn
his hand.

Accoiiin.vd to rrof. Tyndall's defini-
tion, the brain is the organized register
of infinitely numerous experiences re-

ceived during the evolution of life, or
rather during the evolution of that series
t'f organism through which the human

rga.ui.sni has been reached; the effect of
the most uniform and frequent of these
experiences has been successfully be-

queathed, principal and ink-rest- , and
have slowly mounted to that high intelli-
gence which lies latent in the brain of
the infant.

Many readers may know the experi-
ment in which a lighted match or candle
Ix'ing moved about near the side of one
of the eyes in a dark rooui, reveals the
network of blood vessels in the retina.
A curious phenomenon of the same
order has leen lately observed by M.
Charpentier. Looking at a sky uniform-
ly illuminated with diffuse white light,
he made the two ringers of his right
hand (separate about 0.1 to 0.2 m. ),
to pass rapidly to an fro lefore his eyes,
and in alnmt half a minute the uniform
aspect of tho sky was greatly changed.
On a white background appeared a mo-
saic composed of hexagons of violet pur-
ple color, separated by white lines.
Other persons, he says, have repeated
the experiment with success. He gives
reasons for thinking that the hexagonal
images eorresiond to the cones in the
fovea and yellow sjnit, which cones,
pressed together, form a sort ol Iiexn- -

gonal mosaic. The white lines probably
correspond to filaments charged with
crystals of pigment, winch descend from
the chorodian cells.

Du. Le Bon continue his researches
regarding the products of tobacco. The
new alkaloid found in tobacco smoke
(with other aromatic principles, and
prussic acid as well as nicotine) is a liquid
of very agreeable and very penetrating
color, and as poisonous as nicotine, the
twentieth part of one drop sufficing to
paralyze and kill a frog. It is the prussic
acid and the various aromatic principles
that cause headache, giddiness, and
nausea, in smoking certain tobaccos that
contain little nicotine. Other tobaccos,
rich in nicotine, have no such effects.
The tobaccos containing most prussic
acid and collidine are those of Havana
and the Levant. The dark, Bemi-liqui- d

matter which condenses in pipes and
cigar-holder- s contains all tho substances
mentioned, as well as carbonate of am-
monia, tarry and coloring matter, etc.
It is very poisonous. Two or three drops
of it will kill a small animal. The com-
bustion of the tobacco destroys but a
small part of the nicotine, and most of
this appears in the smoke. The propor-
tion absorbed by smokers varies accord-
ing to circumstances, but hardly ever
falls IkIow fifty centigrammes for every
100 grammes of tobacco burned. About
the same quantity of ammonia is ab-
sorbed at tho same time. Naturally,
more of the poisonous principles are
absorbed when the smoked is breathed,
as in a room; leas in the open air. A
frog placed in a receiver containing a
volution of nicotine, with about a drop of
that substance to a little water, succumbs
in few hours. Tobacco smoke contains
about eight millilitres of carbonic- - oxide
per 1(H) grammes of "tobacco burned.
The poisonous properties of tobacco
emoke are not due to this gas, as has
been maintained in Germany.

The Color of Lightning.
The color of lightning is altogether

due to the nature of the substance which
is made incandescent in its track; The
blue, red, purple and silver tints, which
are ordinarily nvneh more brilliantly
marked in warm climates and inter-tropic- al

countries than they are ever in Eng-
land, are due to the same circumstances
as the color which is designedly commu-
nicated to the light of different kinds of
fireworks. It is a result of the intrinsic
nature of the vaporized particles which,
are made to shine. The vapor of iron
lias one kind of sheen and the vapor of
sulphur another. Each different foreign
ingredient that . floats in the air has its
own protMir hue, wliich it can communi-
cate to the lightning. The broad flashes
of light which appear in the clouds dur-
ing a thunder-storm- , and that are distin-
guished as sheet-lightnin- g, are very
often merely the reflections from the
cloud mist of the discharges that pass
from one part to another with each re-
distribution of the internal charge, as
the tension of tho onter surface is
charged by an external flash.

The redistribution of the internal
charge is sometimes also marked by very
beautiful lines of coruscation playing
upon the dark background as the storm
drifts away. There is a table mountain
a few miles away from Petermaritzburg,
in Natal, over wliich this kind of display
is continually exhibited. The retreating
storm clouds linger over the flat top of
this mountain, where they can be seen
from the city in the advancing night.
In this dark canopy of the 'mountain
coruscations, accompanying each redis-
tribution of the electrical charge, can be
watched for hours at a time now as-

suming the form of coronals of electric
fire, now running along in machiolated
horizontal lines just above the flat top of
the mountain, and now radiating out in
all directions from a central loop, like
the cracks of starred glass. Science for
AIL -

OjiD potatoes may be freshened up by
plunging heni into cold water before
cooking them.

29, 1SS1.

Hebrews in China. Is

A subject of interest to all and of
Bpeeial interest to Israelites is revived
by the publication of lr. Martin's work,
"The Chinese, their Education, Philoso-
phy and Letters." The volume is full of
instruction, but the point to which we
refer is his account of a visit to the
families of descendants of Abraham and
Jacob, who have for two thousand years
lived in the city K'ui-fuug-f- u in China.
This colony of the old nice was made,
known to the Western world in the
seventeenth century by the Jesuit mis-
sionaries, . who contributed so largely to
historic and geographical knowledge in
those days. They were heard from
several times after that,- - but fur more
than a hundred years no one from the
Western world had visited them, when
Ir. Martin went there in lsiio. Their
present condition is such as to excite
profound interest and commiseration.
Tho, reuiarkablcfact appears. thut o(u r
preserving for twenty centuries t!u laws
and rites of tho Hebrew religion, they
are now presenting an instance unparal-
leled in the history of the Jews, of a
people falling away from the faith, and
rapidly becoming pagans or Moham-
medans. Three or four hundred of them
remain. Their synagogue, howler,
falling into dtM-ay- , they themselves tore
it down, and made no effort to rebuild it.
After this was gone they dropped all
practice of Hebrew rites and ceremonies,
bean to intermarry with pagans, lost
all knowledge of Hebrew, retained in-

deed, and still possess, ancient rolls of
the law i:i a strauge form of alphabet,
which neither they nor ordinary Hebrew
scholars can read, but have no knowledge
of the contents of the manuscripts, and
have idmost lost the traditions of their
religion.

1 r. Martin prophesies their total
as a separate race, unless

Western Hebrews sb: l seud missionaries"
to them and enable them to rebuild their
synagogue, of w hich now only remains a
stone inscribed with the record of its
erection about A. 1) 11S3, and a suit-seque- nt

The last rabbi who
could read --the Book of the Law died
some sixty years ago. Up to that time
this remarkable colony which had come
into China two hundred or three hundred
years lefore the Christian era had, with
all the characteristics of their race, pre-
served their pure blood und the faith
ami ritual of their fathers.

These facts have been published be-
fore, and an appeal was once made to the
Hebrews of New York by Dr. Martin on
behalf of their relatives in China. He
says the only result was the reception of
some letters in Hebrew, which he was
requested to transmit to the people, to
whom they were, of course, unintelligi-
ble, as none of them could read the mis-
sives. iWte YorkJuurnalof tkjinhtcrcr.

Who First Discovered America.
Some years ago an eminent antiqua-

rian, Prof. Kafn, published alook show-
ing that the Northmen, or Scandinavians,
undoubtedly visited the shores of North
America alout the year li00, and that
they probably entered Narragansett Hay.
This suggested to some American anti-
quarians that the old tower at Newport,
li. I., might have been erected by those
hardy adventurers. Considerable stress
was laid upon this, coupled w.'th the fact
that aHut a thousand years ago these
Northmen settled Icelaml, and it is
known that a colony was sent from there
to Greenland, while a glance at the map
will show that the distance from there to
the Ntrth American Coast is not so great
but it could have easily been reached by
these early rovers. It is also recorded
in the Norse traditions that the Ninth-me- n

in sailing West actually arrived at
some country beyond Greenland. The
Norse narratives describe a mild clime in
the country they visited, and mention
having found wild grapes, which is
thought to refer to Bhode Island, where
there are plenty of these grapes on the
islands in the harbor, or to Nova Scotia,
where the climate arid fruits are similar
to those further South. There have also
been found an inscription on a rock, near
Pighton, Mass., which it was once be-

lieved revealed some words in the Norse
language; and the brass breast-plate- ,

which was dug up at F;dl Hiver, Mass.,
and it was thought this might be the re-

mains of a Norse Viking. Longfellow
wrote his "Skeleton in Armor" about
relic. The name of Vinland, or Vine-lan- d,

was given to the country visited.
Nearly all the historians mention these
earlier discoveries, and seak of the voy-
ages of Erie to Greenland, and the
traditions which remain of the first visits
of these explorers to tho new world.
Chicago Int -t an.

An interesting phenomenon in pho-
tography has been announced by 51.

Jausseu in a note to tho French Academy
of sciences. While obtaining six-ia- l

images at Mendon, he has observed that
when the exposure is prolonged Iwyoiiil
a certain period in which a good nega-
tive is got, this image loses its distinc-
tion, and the plate passes into a neutral
state i. r., no appreciable change ap-
pears on use of a developer, lint if the
exiosure be continued still further, the
negative image gives place to a posi-

tive, in which the distribution of light
and shade i exactly the opposite, sntl
this image, if the himinoim notion he
well regulated, presents all the details
and fineness of the one it has supplanted.
With further exposure a second neutral
state is reached, opiosito to the first, in-
asmuch as if the latter showed the
image uniformly dark, the former shows
it uniformly light. ' For solar negatives
taken at Mendon the time of exposure
has rarely exceeded of a second,
if the photospheric granulations were to
be obtained, and w ith plates prepared by
the gelatiuo-broniid- o process, the time
may be reduced to 0, 000th of a second,
or less. Now, if one of these dry plates
be exposed half a second a distinct posi-
tive image is produced, the body of the
sun appearing white and spots black, as
they do to tho eye. 51. Janssen has sim-
ilarly obtained positive images of land-
scapes appearing transparently as the
scenes is viewed naturally; also a view
of the park at Mendon, showing a white
solar disk on the dark background of the
sky and corner tvpes, which are of the
same sight as the original types i. e.
positive if the type be positive, and neg-

ative if it be negative. In these photo-
graphs it is the same spectral rays that
have given the negative image, and then
effected its transformation into a positive.

A Boston girl, in a moment of dreamy
inspiration, the other day, murmuretl:
"Why is it that two Bonis, mated in the
impenetrable mystery of their nativity,
float by each other on the ocean currents
of existence without being instinctively
drawn together, blended, and beautified
in the assimilative alembic of eternal
love?" And then she mechanically pushed
her plate over for another filling of
beans and a slug of pork.

Thk Philadelphia, Chronicle speaks ofthe perfume that arises from a roast
chicken as a fowl odor. 5Iust be
eut from somebody. A chicken scent by

I George.

E

Use of the Feet in Plant in?.
Peter Henderson urges the importance

or properly "firming'' the soil over gar-de-rt

seeds as follows:
"Ve annually about four acres of

celery, cabbage, and cauliflower plants,
whichproduco probably live millions in
number, anil which we never fail to sell,
mostly i(i our immediate neighborhool
to the market gardeners, who have many
of them even better facilities than we
have for raising these plants, if they
would only lo as we do firm the seed
after sowinrwhich is done thus: After
plowing, harrowing, and leveling the
land arc drawn by the
"marker," which makes furrows alout
two inches deep Vnd n foot apart. After
the man who sows, the seed follows an-
other, who with tlV ball of the right
foot pressrs down his full weight on
every inch of the soN in the drill where
the seed has been sown. The rows are
then lightly leveled with
the rake. A light rolleV is then passed
over and the operation isdone. By this
method our crop has never once failed,
and what is true of celery and cabbage
seed is nearly true of all other seeds re-
quiring to be sown during the late
spring or summer months. On July 2
of 1874, as an experiment, I sowed
twelve rwws of sweet corn and twelve
rows of beets, treading in after sowing
every alternate row of each. In both
cases those trod in came up in four days,
while those un tinned remained twelve
days before and would not
then have Terminated had not rain
fallen, for the soil was as dry as dust
w hen planted. The result was that the
seeds that had been trodden in grew
freely from the start and matured their
crops to a marketable condition bv fall,
while the rows 'untirmed did not ma-
ture, as the plants were not only cLht
days later in germinating, but the plants
were also to some extent enfeebled by
being partially dried in the loose, dry
soil. '1 his experiment wp.su most use-
ful one, for it proved that a corn crop
sowed in the vicinity of New York as
late as July 2 could be made to produce
"roasting ears" in October, when they
never fail to sell freely at h j:li rat's;
but the crop would not mature unle-- s

the seed germinated at once, and wl ich
would never be certain at that dry and
hot season unless by this method. The
same season in August I treated seeds
of turnip in the same way. Those trod
in germinated at once and made an ex-
cellent crop, while those untirmed ger-
minated feebly, and were eventually
nearly all burned out by a continuance
of dry, hot air penetrating through the
louse soil to the tender rootlets.

How Spring Crops Often Fail.
In spring, usually when the

soil is iii' 'i-- t f re :n winter raitK and snows.
and therefore compacts more readiiv
than in the fall, but it is well known
that oats and barley rarely do well on
sod ground, especially if old and tous:h.
Why? '1 here is strength enough in the
soil," but it is apt to become very dry
altout the time the grain is heading out.
often before. The sod is too still' to pack
solid, and the roots of r"-a.i- encounter
places where there is a vacancy between
the particles id earth. In hoe 1 crops we
remedy this by frequent cultivation. It
is this which makes the magical result
from the use of the cultivator, but di-

rectly under the hill no implement will
reach. I'nless the soil has become thor-
oughly compacted before planting, it
will be hard work to do it afterwards.
An intelligent farmer remarked the
ether day that the coarse manure he
drew on his potato ground and plowed
under last April had absolutely dam-
aged the crop. The sod was heavy, and
the coarse manure had lain underneath,
preventing either from rotting. In dig-

ging into some of the jxorest hills of
potatoes, he invariably found a hollow
space beneath the hill, and unrotted ma-

nure or sod. On a portion of the field
he had used a pulverizer and roller, and
there the crop was much better and the
weakly hills very few. He would have
pulverized the entire field, but a heavy
rain came on when it was half-finishe-

and he relied on that to compact the
soil, but it had not done it effectually.
Coutitry Gentleman.

The Splint in the Horse.
It is weli-know- n to all owners of

horses that there ii what may be called
a tumor, which at first is callous and
afterwards becomes bony, which some-
times grows upon the horse's leg, the
ba'-- resting upon the line of union of
the shank hone and the splint-bon- e,

which frequently causes the horse to go
lame indeed almost invariably when it
invades the knee-join- t, snd which is
frequent'y beyond the reach of the far-
rier to cure or remove. A hort time

go, however, a farmer, who appeared to
le familiar with the ailment of the
horse, informe I us that he used a remedy
for it which was completely successful
with him; and having obtained the in-

gredients in the be'ief that the ointment
might be of service in similar cse, we
append them as follows:

Equal parts of
Oil of amlicr,
Oil of npike.
Spirts of turpentine.

5Iix well and apply twice a day, and
pnase with a little fresh or ui.salted
lard; or, what is better, the marri.ic from
an uncooked betf-lone- . It will make
the parts sore and it will "run" a little,
but each one mu t te his ow n judge in
the frequency of the app'ication after it
becoti.es omewhat sore. Germ intown
Telegraph.

Curing Hams.
A recipe for preserving hams floats up

from Tuxcunihht, Ala., to the Klmira
(N. Y.) Farmers Club. Hams prepared
by this method gained a good reputa-
tion in New Orleans, Nashville, and
other Southern cities. The ncipo is as
follows: After the pork was cut out
and the hams nicely and closely trim-
med, and well rubbed with salt,
pulverized saltpeter was sprinkled over
the flesh, a dessert spoonful to medium
ham, arid best sugar molasses two or
three spoonfuls poured from the spoon
on the same, and salt heaped on; the
meat was bulked, hams first, shoulders
next, and sides on top. It remained in
bulk according to the weather four to
six weeks, and was then broken up and
the meat washed in the water. The
hams were then held in kettles of diluted
lye kept briskly boiling and long enough
to swell out the meat some and close the
nores. Next, they were rolled in good
rlean ashes, sacked, hung up to be
smoked, and then to remain until taken
down for sale or use. 1 he lye was pre-

viously prepared from the ash of some
good wood.

Let the middle-age- d reader count
upon his finger all the companions of his
youth who have become distinguished.
whose names are known upon the two
continents, and mark how few they are
ana iar ueiween.

Tl OlcloHt NoM spnper i"

OUR YOl'Mi FOLKS.

THE FAIRY AKTIT.
I1Y NF.l LY M GAR ARRANT.

Oil. thorp in a little artiat
?ho j.ntitg in tbe k.'M niht hours

I'ii'turra fur wee, rhiMrcii,
Of the wuiulruuj lrH iul flowers.

Pi.-tnr- of 5now-w!ii- te mountains
T.hh ttin tlip hit iky;

I'l.'turt'a of ili.slant ocean
Where l'inif ship nail by.

Fii tor1 of rusliinc rWer
IW f .irr tule i oit-- . I ;

ltiTs of lir,)Hl II II.NiMiim
fr.nu ctnn-iau- d.

Tlw m....n M I lio lump Itc p:iintn by,
il irjuviNS th- - wiu.luiv-jiarir- ;

II is a I'r.'i'ii Mmw-l-- k. ;

J .it k Kr.nt, ii the nrtiM' naino
(lui- - J.i't'r One.

THE FIVE STARS OF K0REISH.

1Y KIIWAR1 KVKKFTT BILK.

An Arab sheik, owner of one hundred
camels, and three hundred horses ami
one. thousand sheep, always kept his

at some distance from his
kinsmen. Ho bad five sous and two
daughters, who. as they grew, were re-

garded iii all that region as tho flower of
the country, so careful was their train-
ing, so thorough their
and so pure their lives. One evening
when the father and his son were return-
ing to the encampment, having rid.l. n
nearly seventy miles in search of some
camels which had strayed, tho boy asked
permission to sjx-ak-

, and then iisked his
father why he und his brothers and sis-

ters were fed from day to d iv on dates
and bread, with a strip of dry meat at
noon, when the boys and girls in neigh-
boring encampments shared this luxury,
and that fresh meat, killed daily, fruits
of names unknown from Yemen, and
spices from the ships of India.

And his father said: "Are not your
bodies strong? And can you not ride as
well as they ? "

The sou replied: "There is not a youth
in either camp who can throw me in
wrestling; and you know if 1 have asked
to draw bridle or dismount ."

His father said: "That is what youi
food is given for. If our fare is simple,
it is that you may not 1) tempted to
prize the food more than the strength for
which the food is given."

Another day the father of the shiek
had :,ent a courier to all tho camps to ask
the attendance of his sons, and of their
friends, that they might hear an embas-
sador who had come from Yemen. lie
took with him bis second son, to take
care of the horses and to learn the meth-
ods of embassies. One day they went,
one day they remained at the encamp-
ment, one day they returned. On the
third day, when they had ridden ten
horns, they saw- - in the horizon the black
tents of their tribe. Then the son asked
leave to speak, and said to his father:

"O my father, why do you sleep upon
tho ground, when your kindred had
cushions and woven mats brought by thy
slaves, and had furs from the north ready,
should the night be cold. Why, in our
cam), do we have neither furs, cushions
nor slaves?

And his father said : "We sleep at
night that we may lc strong
Are not your bodies as strong, and can
you not ride as well as they?"

And bis son answered: "There is not
a youth in their tents who can throw iu.i
in wrestling; you know if 1 have asked
to draw bridle or to dismount

His father said: "This is what sleep
is given to us for. If our beds are
simple, it is that we may not be tempted
to prize the sleep more than the
strength for which the sleep is given."

At another time there came a massage
that the elder brother of the sheik was
ill, and had sent for him. The sheik
rode Jicross tho desert on the swiftest
dromedary, and t.wik with him his third
sou. Two days they rode, two days they
watched with'the dying man, two days
they joined in the lamentations over
him, and for two days they rode on their
return. On the eighth day, as the sun
went down, the Ik'.y asked leave of his
father to speak, and said:

"Why do my cousins dress in shawls
of cashmere, in silks of Ispahan, and
wear clasps of gold and pearl from
Serenden, while we are dressed in camel's
hair, and wool of our own flocks and
herds, which my sisters spun and my
mother wove?"

And the father said: "Are you not as
warm as they? Are you not as strong
as they? Are not your clothes as easy
for running and for riding?

And the boy said: "On the evening
when wo came to the camp there was a
wrestling match. I threw all my cousins
in their turn; and, when the turn camo
round, I threw them all again. We have
idden in two days so far that the ravens
are weary of following. You know if I
have asked to dismount or draw rein."

And his father said: "Our clothes are
given us to screen us from sun and rain,
and the estilence which walketh in
darkness. If your clothing is simpler
than Your kinsmen's, it is that you may
not be tempted to value the things more
than the strength and swiftness for
which the thing is given."

Again, the word came that the chiefs
and their children should carry each his
offering to the temple at Mecca. And
this father, with his wife and children,
and forty attendants, went to the city,
with forty horses. The offering that he
made was oezoar and onyx ntid myrrh.
Seventy days were they in going, in so-

journing and returning. On the seven-
tieth day as they approached tho date
palms which they knew, the fourth son
asked leave to speak to his father and
sr.id :

"Why do the people of tha city go to
iio mosouft to worshio God. and we

kneel before the open sky?"
And his father was troubled, and his

countenance fell, and he said: "Since
we left the city have either your brothers
or sisters spxiken untruly?"

"Never, my father."
"Or imourely?"
"Never."
"Or meanlv?"
"Never."
"TTnvf tlifv fnrnfvl from a lifp"Tr'

Have thev failed to share their salt ?"
"Never."
"And has God seemed far away from

you because the sky is higher than the
temple dome?

"Never so near, my father, as when 1
sleep on the sands beneath the stars."

And his father said: "Tho temple is
built, lest in cities men forget the God of
love. If you worship beneath the stars,
it is that you may not be tempted to
honor the 6tones more than Him who
made the stones, to value His house
more than Him who dwells everywhere,

At last, tho old man was sick nnto
death. His four eldest sons had gone
with their households, one orth, one
South, one East, one West. He called
his youngest son to close his eyes, ami
said to him:

"My son, hast thon ever seen Satan?
And the son said: "Never!"
Kin father said: "Yet you have been

Astern

at jfeasts at the heads of tribes, where
the revels lasted manv days."

The son said: "Others saw him there,
but not I."

His father said: "Yon lived many,
nioiAhs among Princes of Cario. where
men foek pleasure, and pay for it with
money."

The son said: "Others saw him there,
but not I."

Tbe father said: "Not when I sent
yon to join the caravans of merchants at
Mfi9ar ,

The son said: "If others saw him
there, .not I."

Tho father said: "Not when you
lived among the learned men and doctors
at Tabriz?-- '

Arjdthe son said: "If others saw him
there,, not T.--

And their father said: "It is enough.
My iW, if your children are not'
tiL.1 by thfC lies tliey w ill n t lm
tetapu-- by the eye. If the eye is pure,
me head will be strong. If the, head be
strong, the heart will bo true. If tho
heart is true, your child will know his
God. My son pray for your children
that they enter not into temptation."

And he turned his face to the wall, and
he died. And his five sons are the
chiefs know as the "Five Stars of
Koreish" pure, peaceful, gentle, true
and bravo. Vliildliii'id'n Appral.

Merry Sport With Apples.

There hiv two old games in which the
apple plays inijiortant parts. One of the
games w'hich we call "Snap-apple,- "

on mated in Greece over two thousand
vears ago. In Home the lovs called tho
same game " uintain. " If any young
coinpanv would like to play snap-appl-

let thrlii take a stick about one foot long,
and on one end of the stick tie a Candle,
so that the wick shall point upwards.
On the other end of the stick fasten a
good sdz-'- apple, then, by means of a

t rin lt, suspend the stick so that it shall
hang, horizontally, three or four feet
from the 11 r, according to height of
1 laVt-rs- . 1 lie oinei enu 01 ine suing
ina v be fasU ned to tiie chandelier, or a

H.l. in the ceiling of the room. Having
the apple ready, light the caudle and tie
the ha.;. Is of the players. I ho game

for a player to catch at the apple.
which h can do witn his mouth only.
The phivcr is kept jumping away con
stat. tiv to a "i.t I no eamlle, ami Very ol-te- ii

gets a thump in the mouth from the
"IT1'-- -

,
It is better that small children siiouM

not p--
iv snap-appl- e, and is not altogether

free from danger.
The other apple game may be played

by unv one, and there is a great deal of
fun in it. Get a. large, deep tub, fill it
with water and throw in a few apples.
Tie tie hands of the players behind
them nd h t thorn catch the floating
tipples in their months. They are more
likely to get a ducking tnan to eaten an
upplc. tiiji l n Dinx.

A Two-Side- d Swindle.
One day Mr. William E. Dodge sat

down in Lis private otlice, at No. l'.i Cliff
street, and began to peruse his private
mail. Among the first letters he opened
was one which would have attracted
more tli. in ordinary attention on account
el the graceful penmanship ami the re-ma- rl.

able in atne.-.--, of epistle, even if it
had not s t forth some very important
facts besides. It told in a manly,
straightforward way the story of the

nter. who was, so he explained, a min-
ister of the gospel, suffering from an ill-

ness of his ocal organs, so that he could
no longer exercise his priestly functions.
He hud been r.ftlicted so lougtbat he hail
Iieen forced, because of jniverty, to seek
treatment and a temporary home in the
City Hospital. He felt that he ought to
be af. ot on ( iod's work, but he was un-
able to carry out that w ish and desire,
and until recently he had no Iiojk? of le-in- g

able to ever again labor in the vine-
yard. Hut he had just been assured by
some excellent, physicians ('naming them)
thai if he would go South he would cer-
tainly recover the use of his voice, and it
was in the hope that Mr. Dodge would
assist him with the. loan, say of $."0, that
this letter was written. In conclusion
the w riter mentioned, as though casually,
that he knew very well certain clergy-
men w hom he named.

Mr. Dodge knew the clergymen and
entertained the request so favorably that
it was only necessary to read an inclos-ur- e

that came with the letter signed by a
physician to canst? him to draw out his
check book, write in So' and send it to
the applicant. The doctor's letter writ-
ten in a sharp, professional hand, set
forth that the clergy ma a was really in
need of the money, and the object was
so deserving that the kindness of Mr.
Dodge's siusideraion would be well
placed, etc.

Presently Mr. Dodge heard something
that led him to believe that he hat! been
victimized and thus he tells the story:
"I had no sooner sent the check than I
legan to fear I had made a mistake and
I instituted an inquiry. I discovered
that the preacher was a fraud and the
doctor was an inmate of the hospital be-
cause of alcoholism. I supposed he was
one of the phvsicians of the institution,
It seems that the preacher didn't know
enough about business to get the check
cashed, and so he turned it over to the
doctor, who brought it to my office and
got the money. Then he slipped away
and made no division with his confeder
ate. So, you see, the preacher became.
like myself the victim of the swindle.
Sew York llcra'd.

1'odent "Bummers.".
I atnek Lynch is an Erie flagman at

a street crossing in a city on the line of
the road, id he is the authority for
queer story alxnit some rats that he saw
near his fiaghouse a short time ago. A
tramp had left the remnants of his
dinner on the side of the bank and some
whisky had been spilled on the food
1 here are lots of rats around there that
come from the slaughter-house- s and
travel about the whole neighborhood in
flocks in broad daylight. Six of these
rats, on an excursion of this character,
came across the remains of the tramp's,
ami immediately proceeded to hold
banquet. They ate to their surfeit of
everything. Pretty soon they began to
get drank. Ihey danced around and
rolled each other over, hucrtred one an.
other in maudlin delirium,.. aud acted for

1 I At. -au me world as a lot of drunken men
might do under the same circumstances.t ii . ....xiuniiy one alter another keeled over
dead drunk, and then lay helpless, while
Mr. Lynch, who had been watching the
wnoie proceeding, stepped out and
killed them. They make a feeble effort
to get awav when Mr. Lvnch anneared
with a club, but were to drunk to run.
bimira Free Pre.

It is not pleasant to have the barber's
apprentice practicing upon you, lay open
your cheek with a two-inc- h gash, and
then follow the cut with the cheery re-
mark ."Skin's very tender, sir. " It is
not pleasant. We don't know what it is.

pieasant. ilawk-.i- c.
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GAM 15 LI.NO IX OIL.

How rorlnnn'Ar .Mad nl Lml In
Kurthn'fklrra I'rnnsjlTStula A M ti 1 1

For WIM .Speculation.
Brsdfor'l, I'l , C'.,rr-(n.ii- iic rhiln.lt-lphi- a TimM.

One might sieud weeks in the oil re-

gions listening to the local historian as ho
narrates stories of the past two decades

of towns and cities depopulated in a
week, of fortunes won as by the turning
of the die and lost as quickly, of thrilling
accidents, of hairbreadth escapes and
heroic daring. From Stump creek, with
its mysteriously "wildcats" on the south)
to Olean, in southern New York, there is
not a town or hamlet with its tavern that
has not its misanthrope, who sits, with
his clay or cob pipe, and croaks from
morn to eve alwmt-thu- , evils of the oil
business, IfOne is acquainted w ith the

elingn of such' iv one, Hiid secures for him
- strange mixture of ah .hoi. kimmrl

water and old rye. his ' tongue will be
oosened and be will talk for hours con
cerning the past, present and probable

future of the region. The oil business
t present is confined to a great extent

to the Hradford ti. ld. in MeKeau County.
Oil is still produced to a cert iin extent
or a distahCNfeof seventy miles south of

this, but Hradford and vicinity produce
tive-sixth- s of all the oil at piv-en- t. The
laily production by the best calculations
is st present about ;7,Mld barrels. 1 he

msnmption is about pv.noo Parrels,
aving liT.Ottt) barrels of stock to be run

into the United Line, as tln-- call it lu re,
Hid stored uwav in hopes of a. future
market. Two months ago the produc-
tion was estimated at 7",d") barrels, so
that it has decreased 4, ')() barrels each
month. The iuimensts iron tanks that
overlook the tops and guards tho base of
these mountains like castles of old had
the amount of oil in them increased from
P),O0O,(HM barrels on Januarv 1, ls.so to
21, (tt)i,(td on January, lf-d- . The oil
is all taken care, of and stored away by
the United lane mentioned above. Thev
build these huge tanks holding twenty- -

five and thirtv thousand barrels in dif- -

rent parts of the region. Whenever a
a now well is struck and He comes to
the surface this company connects the
well to its main line, und about once a
month the oil is run into the line, the
man receives his money for it ami stock
certificates are issued for speculation on
'change.

The speculative mania has existed
since the hrst oil well was sunk near
Titusville. From time to time it has
taken different forms, but it always ends
in the same wav. Fortunes are v. on
to-da- y and lost Men who
are the money Kings one weeic are me
curbstone brokers the next. At first the
sweulation was in oil land or what was
supposed to be such. When oil was first
discovered and its commercial value as-

certained, men knew but little how to go
alKiut producing it. The idea prevailed
that all this vast area of country, and
no one pretended to determine its ex
tent, was underlaid bv a vast sea of oil.
and that all that had to be done was to
secure land, sink a well to the required
lepth and strike oil. Hand was, of

course, in great demand. Men irom
neighboring States rushed in, and a
market was obtainable for anv tract.
Land was Imught in the morning and
sold before night for five times the first
price. Men became rich. The money

f Wall street Mowed into the region.
and the natives secured it. The belt
theory obtained prominence soon after,
and land was not salable unless it
was on a belt or supposed belt. This
theory, and there is little doubt but it
is the correct one, is that the oil runs
in Itelts or subterranean streams. As
a rule it follows a straight course, and
gxd territory can generally be told by
the compass before the well is struck.
Some of the Pelts are wide and some
very narrow. Very few jeople wore
benefited bv the speculative price paid
for lamb A few old farmers boarded
it awav, but tho large majority went
wild with excitement, and the money
went into the ground in the of
dry holes or wells that had no oil in
them.

Speculation on the price of oil w as the
next form, and the one that linds pro
minence to-da- y. .Magnificent oil ex-
changes were erected in Oil Citv--, Titus-
ville and Hradford. Here singulation is
indulged in on the price of oil, the oil
certificates being tho basis. One instance
of now men become rich in this specula
tion occurred in Oil City. 1 wo brothers,
by the name of Goettle, in lS(iO- - 7 were
lootblacks around the streets of the oil
towns. They made a good deal of
money for loys and saved it. When
they had a few hundreds saved they took
a flyer on tho market. They were suc-
cessful and doubled success still followed
them, and to-da- y they are among the
wealthiest and most successful specula-
tors in the region. The magniticient
generosity of oil men is well known. A
loor and needy woman has often had
thousands of dollars raised for her among
a crowd of oil men, aud in a few minutes
she was raised from poverty to opulence.
They spend monev like water and no
towns in the country will show better
dressed men and women than thest'
They all almost universally wear diamonds
upon their bosoms, which in many cases
they are forced to pifwn for necessities
before they have become even accustomed
to them. Seculation is the life blood of
Oil City. When the market is dull, in
active for a few days it is noticeable

very piaee. liusiness stagnates, men
get the "blueB" and the town is dull in
deed. But let the market be variable.

1 ijoriunes ar oeing made and lost, men
are excited, the streets are alive with oil
brokers rushing back and forth between
banks and exchanges with certificates.
drafts, checks and even money in their
hands. The wives of the brokers crowd
to the exchange and filling the visitors'
gallery watch the oieratious of their
husbands.

Some time ago, in one of those ex
changes the gallery was filled to over-
flowing. The market was leaping up at
the rate of ten- cents an hour. One of
tne fteaviest buyers was ou the wrong
side, lie saw his fortune disappearing
like mist, at the rate of SUo.OOO an hour
For six hours this continued, and he was
forced to "lay down," as it is called; to
le announced a bankrupt, in other
words. His wife was a witness of the
whole scene. An hour before the worst
came she left the exchange, walked into
a dry-goo- store, took off her seal-ski- n

sack and sold it. From that she went
to the jeweler's and disposed of her
diamonds and all her silver. When her
husband returned liome, disconsolate
and downcast, she met him at the
door dressed in a neat calico wrapper.
lie had been, a clerk before fortune
smiled unon him. and she a modest
school-teache- r. She informed hiin that
she had discharged all the servants
and that they would live as
formerly, she doing the work. She
handed him $5,5(X) as the result ol
her selling her jewelry, and told him to
use it Joy and hope beamed in his
eyes and found a place in his Leart

4
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again. H 'rcnt again to the busiuess.
In one month Le had regained his
former position, : had' redeemed every-
thing his wife had pledged and was liv-

ing as formerly. Three times in six
years was tins man saved in this man-
ner by his wife. To-da-y he is one of
the most daring and successful of our
speculators. This is one story. Here is
another. A yung man in Franklin
wished to, marry.- He was well to do,
and had a snng little sura in the bank,
but the speculative mania caught him.
lie invested .it' nil in oil The market
that had been, going up, up for four
days, turned the; very day he lought,
auil in two uhort hours he saw his sav-
ings for year disappear. It maddened
him. . JIw-W- s to drink, became unfit
for busiii'essJost his position, the lov

'and respect s'bis wife, for he had mar
ried 'and gJiPUIy sauk, step by step,
until he is rjr;r a maudlin hnr-ron- m

dt imkniu. iUii4-- J have been ruined,
hearts broken, livew destroyed, men
crazed by ths exciting, insane passion
that litver qrlts them till they have lost
all they possess, except in a very few
cases K'here they had the hardihood to
fly wliilo their pockets were full. This
happtus about as often as it does in the
lives of gamblers. These men, as a rule,
live fist lives, and it is very seldom that
one with gray hairs is found among
them.

The Habit of Thrift.
The habits of thrift are defined by the

London uVo'f as facts of self-deni- for
the sake of some object in tho future,
and it is just such acts as these which
people in all cities find it extremely diff-
icult to practice. It is a matter to a very
great extent depending on natural dis
position which varies just as much in one

lass as in another. 1 here are some who
by nature are endowed w ith the accumu-
lative propensity of tho squirrel, the bee
Hid the ant. Ihey hud a keen and ab
sorbing pleasure in hoarding what they
get; not, erhaps, for its own sake, but
is a measure of successful action, and as

kind of reserve of power which they
have at command should they choose to
exert it. Others seem to have notliing

f this in their couqwisition. The power
that money gives seems to them dormant
tnd useless until it is put in action.

Tin y art! sanguine as to the future, rarely
fort see trouble, and are gav and light- -

carted in the present; whereas the ac
quisitive individual will usually oe tound
apprehensive of the coming time, and
verv apt to meet his troubles half-way- .

These two tvpes of character aie as
marked and distinct as any two poisibly
can be, and the extreme of eact can
scarcely be considered amenable to mod
ifying influences to any extent. More
over, they are connned not to one class
but are fonnd in all. Education is com-
monly regarded as the proper cure for
thriftless habits, and, to a certain extent,

o doubt, it is. Hut education cannot
radicate the constituent traits of in

dividual character. J.ne accumulative
iiid foreboding will alwpys remain more
r less st, and the sanguine and free

handed will alwavs feci the passing day to
be the one reQ'y imjvirtant point of time.
Moreover, alft education implies
self-restrai- nt and thoughtfulness, it, of
course, lias a tendency to expand the
view and to create desires which mav or
may not be of a simple and inexpensive
kind. The habit of self-restrai- is the
one point to which education must tend
if it is to develop thrift; and looking
irouud on society generally it is difficult
sometimes to discern the existence of
this control of individual proclivities in
one class more than another, though the
nature and direction of those proclivities
may vary cousiJerabb".

Waste and Abuse of Flowers.
Masse s of flowers on a dinner -- thble

are an anomaly; there is something al-

most offensive" in the mingled odor of
their perfume aud the. reek of the dishes
unl lights. At a ball they are not out
of place aud keeping for certain pur
poses. Hoses, lilies, carnations, violets
are natural adornments for a young
woman, and a bunch of them in her
hand or on her breast is an appropriate
ornament, and the complement of her
evening dress; but where is the fitness,
the beauty, the sentiment, the common
sense, when she has six, a dozen, or
twenty? Are there twenty persons, or
twelve, or even six, at the same tmie to
send her iiowers which mean more man
if they were of wax or tissue paper, or
which" have any more intrinsic value to
her who carries tbem? Are they wit-
nesses of love, or even of admiration?
How many are sent merely to gratify the
demands it vanity? At every ball rival
beauties carry bouquets sent to each by
the same men. Many are sent by mem-
bers of the lady's family, which takes
half the significance from flowers sent
by the same kinsfolk on birthdays, or in
sickness, or at a time of special joy or
sorrow. And what is ta be said of the
bouquets sent as bribes to women of
fashion by men who wish to obtain their
good offices? And what of those sent by
a man to a woman whom he admires,
not to give her pleasure, but prcnticr
to gratify her vanity and rerlexly his
own! There is an instance, well known,
in one of our great cities, of one man
sending several bouquets for the same
ball, to console her for a social slight;
she appeared to be nnitiated as a great
hrllc aud he as the belle's favored cava-
lier. And what of the bouquets stacked
on the front ctlshion of a nroscenium
box, in the blast of the footlights and
flung, half-fade- d, to a prima donna, to
whom they are already a drug, who
perhaps is hurrying through her part to
it a e town ub li aiii : - jrx t . iill tu
Monthly.

Henry Clay Fond f Whist.
Henry Clay's favorite recreation for

manv years was a game of whist, to
wliich at one tune he was passionately
addicted not for the stakes, but for the
distraction and excitement of the game,
XTV WinthrOD says that t.hera in a tradi
tion that while Clay was visiting Boston
in 1 818. and lodging at the old Exchange
Coffee House in Congress street, a serv-

ant rushed into the parlor in which he
was at the wbist table with a few gentle-
men of the old school, and announced
that the hotel was on hre.

' Oh, there will be time enough, I
think." cried Mr. Clay. " to finish the
game," and finish it they did before the
hotel was burnea to the ground.

A similar tradition was current in
Wnshimrton at a later period that, while
Mr. Clay was Speaker, he and his friends
had passed ft whole night at cards, and
were still going on with their gameB
when the hour was close at hand for the
opening of the morning session of Con- -
gress.

"Wait a few minutes, rentlemen.
Baid Mr. Clay, " and I will wash, my face
and hands, and run down to the House
and call John Taylor to the chair, and
then I will come back and we will haye
another rubber.

When one man has a prejudice against
another, suspicion is yery busy in coin
ins: resemblances.

HOI0RS OF THE DAY.

TiiE hens are organizing a mutual laid
society.

The bad oyster plays a dead open and
thnt game.

Striking near home knocking a
tramp off your front steps.

It is much easier to bo lovely and
one is rich. "

, QiVTgtlhfct2?tilat'''wliich passe
tliroogn a newspaper office. .

Resolutions are great sticklers for
ceremony. They all have to bo intro-
duced.

A Chicago editor advertises for a wife
who knows less than he does. Some men
are mighty hard to suf t.

To make a Graham loaf pnt him
npou the street corner with a cigar in bis
mouth. If'inlinrj.i Y( u

Sour, editors bubble over with original
fun which comes from the heart and goes
to the right spot the paste-po-t of their
neighbors.

"Do you drink ?" sr.id a temperance re-

former "to a beggar who had implored
alms of bim. "Yes, thank you," re-

turned the candid pauper; "where shall
we go?"'

The man who took a seat in the or-

chestra when his ticket was for the sec-
ond balcony felt badly in having to
change. Iu" fact, he was moved two
tiers."

Lady "Tweuty-flv- o dollars a week!
Isn't that "too much?" "No, mum; the
Consolidated Servant Girls' Union has
forbidden us to w urruk for any less,
mum." Puck.

Jones is a bad stutterer. He was '
abusing Fogg the other day; but Fogg,
who is a brakemnn and is used to such
things, turned away with the remark
that it was only a broken rail.

"Johnny," said his father, as the boy
took the primal biscuit from the plate,
"don't you know that it is impolite to
help yourself before your elders?"
"Why, papa, mother told me to help
myself before you." "What do you
mean, sir ?"' asked his father, while his
mother looked up with astonishment de-

picted in every feature. "Why I heard
mother tell Aunt Hannah that she hoped
I wouldn't take after you, and so I
thought I would take my biscuit first."

"Why do women so often wander aim
lessly in the murky solitudes of the dead
past, brooding over tho days that are
forever gone '!" asked a young lady of a
practical lover, who is a widower. "They
don t, he replied. '"On the contrary,
thev wander around the dr- - goods stores
of the present, pricing tilings they havo
no idea of buying. Women are not
dreamy or poetical, but when it comes
to getting a bustle for Sl.Sij they keep
right up with the procession."

Fogg "I say, Jones, that dog of
yours gave me an aw ful fright last night.
As I was passing your house he came
tearing out of the yard, barking and
yelping like all possessed." Jones
"Oh, lie won't hurt you, Fogg; he's per-
fectly harmless." Fogg "I'es, that's
what I told Mrs. F. this morning. He's
perfectly harmless. He began to bo
harmless just after he ran at me last
night. I had my revolver in my pocket.
Good mormiig, Jones." JJuxfon Tran-ncrip- t.

A little miss, residing not far off,
had got into the naughty habit of not
stating things as they w ere, or, to put it
plainly, of stating them as they were not.
llather than reason with her on tho
wickedness of lying, her mother one day
took down a New Testament and very
solemnly read the story of Ananias and
Sapphira, and their sudden death, be-

cause they disregarded the truth. The
little lady heard the story through, and
looking up, said: "Mamma, I don't be-

lieve it; I've told lots and lots of lies."
What answer could be made. 2st:wbnr)f-po- rt

Ih rald.

The Brooklyn IJrldge and Its liuilder.
Itoebling was the greatest bridge

milder in the world. He started the
making of wire cordage in America and

tint suspension bridges to carry tho
tqueduots of canals across rivers, nnd en- -

gineered the l'eunsyivania railroad
across the mountains.

The Brooklyn bridge, Tx tween towers,
is l,oi'.) lect long, uehiiid tne lowers
there are 910 feet each side, back to the
mchorages. The whole length of tho
'ridge and approaches is (UHM) feet. It

is one of tho widest bridges in the world,
ightv-fiv- e feet, with a promenade thir

teen feet wide, two railroad tracko and
four carriage and horse-ca- r tracks. It is
133 feet in tho center above the water.
The rock on wliich the towers rest is
about ninety feet below tho surface of
the water on the Now York side and half
that depth on the Brooklyn side, the
most stupendous thing about the struct-
ure. Each tower is 131 feet long by
fifty-si- x wide, und ut the top these
.luuensions are reduced to lect ny

irtv, or the size of a very large house.
Each tower isi!t8 feet above high water.
It is 1,:5.'5'J feet from the beginning of the
causeway on Chatham street out to the
anchorage on the New York shore. The
architect of the bridge received hisdeuth
wound almost at its inception, standing
on the upper framework of Fulton ferry
slip as a boat came in and threw its
weight ngamst the piles, which yielded
ind crushed his foot. As if the spirit of
the old ferry, about to be supplanted,
h:ul revenged itscif an the innovator I

Thev buried lloebling in that summer of
lHj'J at Trenton, N. J., near tho spot
where poor John Fitch, the watch-
maker, eighty-tw- o years before, had
started the steamboat. But Itoebling s
true monument is the Brooklyn bridge
towers, aud between them in the nerves
and tendons, trembling like a weaver's
web. lilies the shuttle of ins soul, ion
can hear his own words, if you are rever
ent, calling to the ships aud steamers
beneath : " It will lie the greatest engi
neering work of the continent, and the
greatest bridge in existence. Its towers
will 1 national monuments J It will for
ever testify tD the energy, enterprise and
wealth of the great communities it over-

hangs 1" Upon the portal of the bridge
they might also mserine ms muiw : j.

liave no fear of honest difference of opin-
ion, it is only cavillers that I dread."
JWttf York Tribune.

Experiments With Totatoes.
C. L. Ingersol makes report of an ex-

periment w ith potatoes at Purdue Uni-

versity. The weather was extremely
unfavorable for the growth of the crop;
no tests were made as to quality. The
following is the list of potatoes that did
the best," and the yield of each per acre.
The plats were small, but the crop was
carefully weighed and the result com-

puted as a yield per acre in order to give
a be iter comparison. The season at this
point was rather peculiar in this, that
the rainfaT from January 1 to July 1

was three-fourth- s of all the rainfall for
eleven months, or until December 1,
18S0. The following is the table: Snow-flak- e,

227.8 bushels per acre; Strawberry
Mercer, 1S3.2; Michigan Prolific, 173.0;
Burbank's seedling, 141.9; Bliss Tri-iimt- h,

141.3; Trophy, lo8 1; Early
Snowball, 1376; Lilv No. 10, 130.4;
Tioza, 128.0; Early Ohio, 120.0. The
varieties which most closely followed
these in the yie'd were respectively the
Hubbardsin Favorite, Climax, Bed
Lion, Prolific, Washington, Kuby, and
Mammoth Pearl. In the experiment
tbe feed was cut to two eyes as nearly
as posdble on a piece, and two pieces
dropped iu a hill. The hilts were six-

teen inches apart in the rows, and the
rows three feet apart. They were culti-

vated four times, once in a row, and
hand-hoe- d twice. Paris green was ap-

plied twice and London purple once, to
keep off the Colorade beetle. Paris
green gave the Lest satis'netion. The
poisons were mixed with water and ap-

plied with a rose sprinkler.


